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“Unity happens when 
we come together!”

Pope Francis 
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40%  of  all  monies  raised  at  Our  Lady  of 
Lourdes  will  stay  at  our  parish  to  support 
our own parish projects.

60% will go towards supporting the Legacy 
of Hope Diocesan case elements. 

If  we  surpass  our  campaign  goal,  60%  of 
every dollar raised above our goal will help 
Our Lady of Lourdes priorities, directly.

We are hoping to raise these funds over the 
next  four  years  by  inviting  families  to 
consider pledging to the campaign.

Parish Target: $201,204

We are  enthusiastic  about  these  projects  and 
are eager for their fruition. With your support, 
prayers  and  charitable  hearts  you  can  help 
ensure  the  success  of  the  Legacy  of  Hope 
Campaign and make these plans a reality. 

Thank  you  for  your  prayerful  consideration. 
As you make your gift to the campaign please 
remember:

• Pledges  can  be  fulfilled  on  a  monthly, 
quarterly, semi-annual, or annual basis. 

• Pledges are not legally-binding, but rather an 
indication of your giving intention. 

• Contributions  to  the  campaign  are  tax-
deductible as provided by law. 

TOGETHER WE CAN MAKE 
A DIFFERENCE!

 



The Legacy of Hope Campaign for the Diocese of Worcester and Our Lady of Lourdes will provide us with the 
opportunity to get more use out of our Parish Hall by making it available and accessible to everyone in the parish, 
especially those who need assistance navigating stairs

NEW LIFT FOR ACCESS TO THE PARISH HALL #1 

We will install a mechanical lift for those with physical challenges to enter and leave the Parish Hall. Specifications 
are being prepared to transform the present stairway coming into the church from the upper parking lot into a lift that 
would accommodate a person in a wheelchair or with a walker to go from the church to the hall.

RETIRING OLD PARISH DEBT #2

The Diocese has agreed to let us settle our existing debt for only $21,063 - as a result of carrying out a good faith 
effort on this Legacy of Hope Capital Campaign. Based on our goal, we would only need to raise an additional 
$20,000 to eliminate the old debt of over $61,000.

A Little Parish History

In  1928  Bishop  Thomas  Mary  O’Leary,  of 
Springfield,  set  up  the  Our  Lady  of  Lourdes 
chapel  as  a  mission  of  St.  Phillip’s  Church 
(Grafton) at the intersection of Ackermann and 
Grafton  Street  in  Millbury.  Due  to  the  great 
growth  in  the  population  the  mission  was 
designated a parish in 1949; the same year the 
diocese  of  Worcester  was  established.   Fr. 
William Ahern served as Our Lady of Lourdes’ 
parish first pastor.

To accommodate the still growing population Fr. 
Ahern  negotiated  the  purchase  of  the  1290 
Grafton St. site in Worcester back in 1962.  The 
six-acre parcel of land was purchased from the 
Italian  Country  Club.   The  new  (and  current) 
church building was dedicated on September 15, 
1963.

Since that dedication in 1963 the community of 
faith  has  been  coming  together  in  the  grand 
wooden church to hear the Word of God, share 
the  living  presence  of  Jesus  Christ  in  the 
Eucharist and the other sacraments and share the 
Catholic  faith  and Christian  life  to  the  eastern 
side  of  Worcester,  and  parts  of  Millbury, 
Grafton, Shrewsbury and Auburn.

As  we  begin  this  historic  Legacy  of  Hope 
Campaign may we recommit ourselves to give 
witness,  participate  in  the  Eucharist,  welcome 
the  stranger  and  serve  the  poor.  May  this 
campaign  offer  each  of  us  the  opportunity  to 
participate  more fully  in  the  life  of  our  parish 
and of the larger Catholic Church.

Our Lady of Lourdes, pray for us.


